A 



Law Offices of 

Stephen T. Sullivan, P.C 

5060 NORTH 40th STREET TELEPHONE: (602) 956-6161 

SUITE 120 FACSIMILE: (602) 956-6262 
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85018-2140 


O 


ra =S BOX PATENT APPLICATION 


July 30, 1997 g 
VIA EXPRESS MAIL 

in CO 


^ =eeecs> Assistant Commissioner 
vo^=r^- for Patents 

|g^= U.S. Patent and Trademai 

r T Washington, D.C. 20231 


Re: Filing of New U.S. Patent Application 
of Michael Shotey and Edgar W. Maltby 
For "RECEPTACLE-MOUNTED COVER PLATE" 
Our ref. 300-023 


Dear Sir: 

We hereby submit the following documents in connection with 
the filing of this new U.S. patent application: 

1. Specification and claims (37 pages, including 5 
independent claims and 46 claims total) ; 

2. Drawings (2 pages, including Figs. 1-10); 

3. Abstract of Disclosure (1 page); 

4. Declaration and Power of Attorney (2 pages); 

5. Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status -- 
Small Business Concern (2 pages) ; 

6. Assignment and Recordation Cover Sheet (4 pages); and 

7. Check for $ 791.00 to cover the filing fee. 


The filing fee was determined as follows: 

Basic filing fee: 

Independent claims in excess of 
3 (2 claim at $ 40.00 per claim): 

Claims in excess of 2 0 

(26 claims at $ 11.00 per claim): 

Recordation of Patent Assignment: 

Total Enclosed: 

Please accord this application a serial n 

date. 


$ 385.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 286.00 
$ 40.00 
$ 791.00 


Sincerely, 



Stephen T. Sullivan 
Reg. No. 32,444 


STS/grg 
Enclosures 


Law Offices of 
Stephen T. Sullivan, P.C. 


5060 NORTH 40th STREET 
SUITE 120 

PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85018-2140 


TELEPHONE! (602) 956-6161 
FACSIMILE: (602) 956-6262 


July 30, 1997 g 


o 


VIA EXPRESS MAIL w££ 

VD 


BOX PATENT APPLICATION 
Assistant Commissioner 

for Patents 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
Washington, D.C. 2 0231 


COPY 


Re: Filing of New U.S. Patent Application 
of Michael Shotey and Edgar W. Maltby 
For "RECEPTACLE -MOUNTED COVER PLATE" 
Our ref. 300-023 


Dear Sir: 

We hereby submit the following documents in connection with 
the filing of this new U.S. patent application: 

1. Specification and claims (37 pages, including 5 
independent claims and 46 claims total) ; 

2. Drawings (2 pages, including Figs. 1-10); 

3. Abstract of Disclosure (1 page); 

4. Declaration and Power of Attorney (2 pages); 

5. Verified Statement Claiming Small Entity Status 
Small Business Concern (2 pages) ; 

6. Assignment and Recordation Cover Sheet (4 pages); and 

7. Check for $ 791.00 to cover the filing fee. 


The filing fee was determined as follows: 


Basic filing fee: 

Independent claims in excess of 
3 (2 claim at $ 40.00 per claim): 

Claims in excess of 20 

(2 6 claims at $ 11.00 per claim) : 

Recordation of Patent Assignment: 

Total Enclosed: 

Please accord this application a serial 


$ 385.00 

$ 80.00 

$ 286.00 
$ 40.00 
$ 791.00 


date . 


Sincerely, 



Stephen T. Sullivan 
Reg. No. 32,444 


STS/grg 
Enclosures 


PATENT APPLICATION 
OF 

MICHAEL SHOTEY AND EDGAR W. MALTBY 

FOR 

RECEPTACLE -MOUNTED COVER PLATE 


this p*p*r orfNii btUg teutotf wtt» the US. 
Stnrteo *tom Mail fo* Qttim to Adt w w w* acnrice 
ttftdtr $? CFt 140 0* tho 4al* lfldteai*d «bov« and is 
I to tht OmmMmv of 



BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
This is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent application 
Serial No. 08/775,382. 
Field of the Invention 

The present invention relates generally to cover plates for 
electrical outlets, for example, such as those used in 
residential and commercial buildings. More specifically, it 
relates to cover plates for electrical outlets wherein the 
electrical outlet includes one or more sockets . 
Description of the Related Art 

Commercially-known and available electrical outlets for 
building applications, such as residential and commercial 
building outlets, typically include a wall box, a receptacle and 
a cover plate. The receptacle typically comprises a yoke with a 
pair of sockets incorporated into the yoke. The wall box usually 
is attached to a framing member, such as a wall stud, prior to 
placement of the interior wall surface. The receptacle is fixed 
within and attached to the wall box, typically by screws. When 
the interior wall surface, such as drywall or sheet rock panels, 
are placed on the framing members, access to the receptacle is 
provided by a hole cut in the interior wall surface material . 
The cover plate is placed over this hole and attached to the 
receptacle, usually by one or more screws. Electrical devices 


are plugged into the sockets by inserting plug blades through 
aligned apertures in the cover plate and socket. 

Many commercially-known cover plate designs have included 
relatively large apertures into which fit the faces of the 
sockets. Examples of such cover plates are provided in U.S. 
Patent No. 4,163,137, issued to Close, Jr. (Figs. 4 and 6). 

In recent years an electrical outlet design known as the 
"decorator" design has gained popularity. An example of the 
decorator design is shown in U.S. Patent No. 5,180,886, issued to 
Dierenback et al., and U.S. Patent No. 5,073,681, issued to 
Hubben et al. The decorator design involves a receptacle which 
includes, for example, two sockets configured in a rectangular 
receptacle face. The decorator design also includes a cover 
plate in which a rectangular cutout is provided in the center of 
the plate to mate with and receive the rectangular receptacle 
face. Decorator designs have enjoyed substantial popularity 
based in no small part upon their modern and pleasing appearance. 

The decorator designs have been limited, for example, in 
that they generally cannot be used with the commercially-known 
and widely-used yoke and dual socket receptacles mentioned above. 
The decorator designs also have been disadvantageous in that they 
are relatively expensive. Decorator design cover plates also are 
relatively more difficult than many other outlet designs to clean 
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and maintain, in large part because of their two -component 
design. Debris can be caught in the gap between the receptacle 
face and the cover plate. Properly mating and accurately- 
aligning the receptacle face with the cover plate also can be 
problematic . 

Cover plates not infrequently are installed after 
construction of the building or wall is completed. It is common 
practice to remove the cover plate during remodeling or 
redecorating so that it does not become damaged or defaced with 
paint drops and splatters, wallpaper paste , or other decorating 
materials. Commercially-known cover plates are easily removed by 
unscrewing the screw or screws that attach them directly to the 
receptacle. However, the receptacle is not usually removed 
during remodeling or redecorating because it is hard-wired into 
the electrical system of the building. Consequently, the 
receptacle and sockets are left exposed and the faces of the 
sockets can be stained with splattered paint and the like. If 
not cleaned immediately, the receptacle face may become 
permanently defaced, thereby making the electrical outlet more 
unsightly and conspicuous . Repeated paintings only make the 
problem worse. Reinstalling the cover plate then emphasizes the 
pain-stained surface of the outlet, as the defaced socket surface 
is compared to the pristine surface of the cover plate. 
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Accordingly, commercially-known cover plates, including decorator 
designs, have been relatively limited in their susceptibility to 
these drawbacks . 
Objects of the Invention 

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to 
provide an electrical outlet cover plate which is capable of 
covering commercially-known receptacles and electrical outlets. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an electrical 
outlet cover plate which is of relatively simple design and low 
cost. 

Another object of the invention is to provide an electrical 
outlet cover plate which is relatively easy to assemble, align, 
clean and maintain. 

Additional objects and advantages of the invention will be 
set forth in the description which follows, and in part will be 
apparent from the description, or may be learned by practice of 
the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention may 
be realized and obtained by means of the instrumentalities and 
combinations pointed out in the appended claims . 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

To achieve the foregoing objects, and in accordance with the 
purposes of the invention as embodied and broadly described in 
this document, a cover plate is provided for covering an 
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electrical outlet, wherein the electrical outlet includes a 
receptacle having at least one socket and at least one securing 
aperture for receiving a securing device. Each of the at least 
one socket includes a face and a plurality of blade apertures for 
receiving plug blades . 

The cover plate according to one aspect of the invention 
comprises a front surface for facing outwardly from the 
electrical outlet and externally relative to the cover plate and 
a back surface facing toward the electrical outlet. The cover 
plate also includes a plurality of blade apertures extending 
through the cover plate through the front and back surfaces and 
positioned in the cover plate so the blade apertures are in 
substantial alignment with the at least two blade apertures of 
the at least one socket when the cover plate is affixed to the 
electrical outlet for receiving the plug blades. In some but not 
necessarily all embodiments , at least one securing aperture 
extends through the cover plate through the front and back 
surfaces and is positioned in the cover plate so the at least one 
securing aperture is in substantial alignment with a 
corresponding one of the at least one securing aperture of the 
receptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 
outlet for receiving the securing device and fixedly positioning 
the cover plate with respect to the receptacle. The front 
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surface of the cover plate contains, and may comprise, a single 
line extending substantially in a rectangle around the blade 
apertures and the at least one securing aperture. The front 
surface otherwise preferably is continuous, having uniform 
topography, and being free of any other apertures. The cover 
plate according to this aspect of the invention is a single 
component and is solid except for the blade apertures and the at 
least one securing aperture. 

The line of the front surface may comprise an indented line 
indented relative to the remainder of the front surface, or a 
raised line raised relative to the remainder of the front 
surface. The front surface may be substantially planar, and a 
substantial portion of the front surface may substantially 
planar. The front surface preferably covers the entire face of 
the at least one socket except for the blade apertures of the at 
least one socket when the cover plate is affixed to the 
electrical outlet. The receptacle generally will include a face 
portion corresponding to the face of the at least one socket. In 
such instances, the front surface of the cover plate may be sized 
to cover the entire face portion of the receptacle except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket and the at least one 
securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet. 
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In one embodiment of this cover plate, the front surface 
other than the indented line is substantially smooth or 
substantially smooth. Other examples of uniform texture, 
however, also are available, of course. 

Often the electrical outlet is disposed in a hole or cavity 
in the wall, such as in a wall box. In such instances, the front 
surface preferably would be sized to cover the entire hole except 
for the blade apertures of the at least one socket and the at 
least one securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover 
plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

The back surface may include at least one thinned receiving 
area sized to receive the at least one socket of the receptacle 
such that the at least one receiving area receives and mates to 
the at least one socket when the cover plate is affixed to the 
electrical outlet. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a cover 
plate is provided for covering an electrical outlet, wherein the 
cover plate comprises a front surface for facing outwardly from 
the electrical outlet and externally relative to the cover plate 
and a back surface facing toward the electrical outlet; a 
plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover plate 
through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the cover 
plate so the blade apertures are in substantial alignment with 
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the at least two blade apertures of the at least one socket when 
the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet for receiving 
the plug blades. As an optional feature, at least one securing 
aperture extends through the cover plate through the front and 
back surfaces and is positioned in the cover plate so the at 
least one securing aperture is in substantial alignment with a 
corresponding one of the at least one securing aperture of the 
receptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 
outlet for receiving the securing device and fixedly positioning 
the cover plate with respect to the receptacle. The front 
surface of the cover plate may contain according to one aspect of 
the invention, and it may comprise according to another, a first 
region substantially rectangular in shape disposed about and 
including the blade apertures and the at least one securing 
aperture, and a second region which contains or, in the latter 
aspect of the invention, comprises the portion of the front 
surface other than the first region. The front surface has a 
discontinuity between the first and second regions . 

The first region may be elevated outwardly from the front 
surface relative to the second region. The first region also may 
be recessed inwardly from the front surface relative to the 
second region. Preferably each of the first and second regions 
of the front surface is substantially planar. The first and 
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second regions preferably lie in a common plane, but they need 
not. In some embodiments, a substantial portion of the second 
region may substantially planar. 

The back surface may include at least one thinned receiving 
area sized to receive the at least one socket of the receptacle 
such that the at least one receiving area receives and mates to 
the at least one socket when the cover plate is affixed to the 
electrical outlet. A portion of the back surface preferably is 
shaped to directly contact and be substantially flush with the 
face of the at least one socket. 

Cover plates according to the invention can provide 
essentially the same appearance as decorator cover plate designs . 
In view of its unitary construction, however, this decorator look 
is achieved without the limitations of the actual decorator 
design as noted above. The cost on a unit basis can be 
significantly less than known decorator designs, not only for 
manufacture of the unit but also for application in replacement, 
remodeling, and the like. The unitary construction eliminates 
the previously-noted problems and limitations of receptacle face 
and cover plate alignment. The design, for example, is easy to 
install and eliminates socket and cover plate alignment concerns. 

It requires fewer components, thereby often reducing costs. It 
also can eliminate color discrepancies between socket faces and 
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the cover plate which has been a difficulty with prior cover 
plates . 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and 
constitute a part of the specification, illustrate a presently 
preferred embodiment of the invention and, together with the 
general description given above and the detailed description of 
the preferred embodiment given below, serve to explain the 
principles of the invention. Of the drawings: 

Fig. 1 shows a perspective view of a cover plate according 
to a first preferred embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 2 shows a cross sectional side view of the cover plate 
of Fig. 1 taken along line 2-2 of Fig. 1, wherein the cover plate 
is attached to an electrical outlet; 

Fig. 3 shows an exploded view of the cover plate and 
electrical outlet shown in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 shows a rear view of the cover plate of Figs. 1 and 

2; 

Fig. 5 shows a perspective view of a second preferred 
embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 6 shows a perspective view of a third preferred 
embodiment of the invention; 

Fig. 7 shows an end cutaway view of the cover plate of Figs. 
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1 and 2; 

Pig. 8 shows an end cutaway view of a cover plate similar to 
that of Figs. 1 and 2, but in which the line is raised, rather 
than indented; 

Fig. 9 shows an end cutaway view of the cover plate shown in 
Fig . 5 ; and 

Fig. 10 shows an end cutaway view of the cover plate shown 
in Fig . 6 . 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 
Reference will now be made in detail to the presently 
preferred embodiment of the invention as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings, in which like reference characters 
designate like or corresponding parts throughout the drawings and 
the various embodiments. 

In accordance with the invention, a cover plate is provided 
for covering an electrical outlet. Typical electrical outlets 
for which cover plates according to the invention are well suited 
would include a receptacle having at least one socket and, 
optionally, at least one securing aperture for receiving a 
securing device. Each of the at least one socket includes a face 
and a plurality of blade apertures for receiving plug blades . 
The portion of the receptacle corresponding to the socket face is 
referred to in this document as the socket face. 
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A cover plate 10 according to a presently preferred 
embodiment of the invention is shown in Fig. 1. Cover plate 10 
is adapted to be attached to and cover an electrical outlet 12, 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, which includes a receptacle 14 having two 
sockets 16. Each socket 16 includes a pair of plug blade 
apertures 18 and a third blade aperture 20 in the form of a 
ground plug aperture for receiving plug blades . Receptacle 14 
also includes a threaded securing aperture 22 for receiving a 
securing device, in this case a mounting screw 24. Each socket 
16 includes a face 26. Similarly, receptacle 14 has a face 
portion which corresponds to socket faces 26. 

The cover plate according to one aspect of the invention 
comprises a front surface for facing outwardly from the 
electrical outlet and externally relative to the cover plate and 
a back surface for facing toward the electrical outlet. With 
reference to the preferred embodiment of Fig. 1, cover plate 10 
comprises a front side 28 for facing outwardly from electrical 
outlet and externally relative to cover plate 10, and a back 
surface 30 (Fig. 4) for facing toward electrical outlet 12. 

The cover plate according to this aspect of the invention 
also includes at least two blade apertures extending through the 
surface and aligned with the at least two blade apertures of the 
at least one socket for receiving the plug blades. Referring to 
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Fig. 1, cover plate 10 includes two pairs of blade apertures 32 
extending through cover plate 10 through first surface 28 and 
back surface 30 and positioned in the cover plate so blade 
apertures 32 are in substantial alignment with blade apertures 32 
of sockets 16 for receiving plug blades (not shown) . Cover plate 
10 includes an additional blade aperture in the form of a ground 
plug aperture 34 associated with each pair of the aforementioned 
blade apertures 32 to receive a ground blade or shaft of the plug 
(not shown), e.g. , from an appliance. 

The number of apertures in cover plate 10 for receiving plug 
blades is dependent on the number of blades on the plug and the 
number of plugs which cover plate 10 and receptacle 14 can 
support simultaneously. Typically , the number and position of 
apertures on the cover plate will match the number and position 
of apertures on the receptacles , although fewer apertures may be 
used on the cover plate to occlude apertures in the sockets , if 
desired. Conventional dual receptacle outlets have two sets of 
apertures, one set for each socket. In addition to outlets 
having different number of apertures , outlets may have varying 
numbers of sockets . For example , convention outlets have two 
sockets and are known as one-gang outlets, as shown in Figs 1-3. 
Two-gang outlets also are common. Cover plates according to the 
present invention can be made with corresponding numbers and 
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placement of apertures to match and align with the number of 
underlying sockets . 

The cover plate according to the invention may but need not 
include at least one securing aperture extending through the 
cover plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in 
the cover plate so that at least one securing aperture is in 
substantial alignment with a corresponding one of the at least 
one securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet for receiving the securing 
device and fixedly positioning the cover plate with respect to 
the receptacle. In this regard, cover plate 10 includes a 
securing aperture 36 approximately the same size as a mounting 
screw 38 extending through the cover plate approximately at its 
center and aligned with a securing aperture 40 of receptacle 12. 
Securing aperture 36 of cover plate 10 is adapted to receive 
mounting screw 38 to fixedly position cover plate 10 with respect 
to receptacle 12 . 

In accordance with this aspect of the invention, the front 
side of the cover plate contains a single line extending 
substantially in a rectangle or rectangular shape around the 
blade apertures and the at least one securing aperture, but the 
front surface otherwise is continuous, it has uniform topography, 
and it is free of any other apertures. 
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With reference to cover plate 10 of Fig. 1/ front side 28 
contains a single indented line 42 extending substantially in a 
rectangle around blade apertures 32 and securing aperture 36. 
Indented line 42 is positioned essentially in accordance with the 
gap in commercially-known decorator designs between the 
receptacle and the cover plate. In this instance, however, 
indented line 42 is not a gap between physically separate and 
distinct components. Instead it is merely an indentation, for 
example, approximately 30 thousandths of an inch (0.030 inches) 
deep into front side of surface, which creates the appearance of 
mated but separate components, but which in fact comprises part 
of a single, unified cover plate. Indented line 42 has a width 
across the surface essentially about the same as the width of the 
gap in decorator designs between the receptacle and the cover 
plate, e.g. , of about 30 thousandths (0.030 inches) across front 
side surface. The rectangle formed by indented rectangular line 
42 preferably is centered about plug blade apertures 18 and 
ground plug apertures 20 from top to bottom and from side to 
side. As an illustrative example, for cover plate 10, which is 
2.75 inches wide and 4.5 inches from top to bottom, the rectangle 
formed by indented rectangular line 42 might be between about 1.2 
to from about 1.125 inches to about 1.5 inches, and preferably 
about 1 . 3 inches in the width dimension as shown in the drawings . 
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The rectangle formed by indented rectangular line might be from 
about 2.5 inches to 2.7 inches from top to bottom, and preferably 
about 2.6 inches. Other than indented line 42, front surface 28 
is continuous, it has a substantially smooth, uniform topography, 
and it is free of any other apertures . 

The rectangular line may take alternate forms besides an 
indented line. It may, for example, constitute or comprise a 
raised line raised relative to the remainder of the front 
surface. An example of such a raised line is shown in the cross 
section depicted in Pig. 8. 

Front surface 28 other than the indented line 42 preferably 
has a uniform topography. It may be smooth or substantially so, 
it may have a substantially uniform roughened texture, etc. 

According to the invention, the cover plate is a single 
component and is solid except for the blade apertures and the at 
least one securing aperture. This feature is apparent in the 
cover plate 10 according to the preferred embodiment. 

In the preferred embodiment, a portion of the back surface 
is shaped to directly contact and be substantially flush with the 
face of the at least one socket. This is best illustrated in 
Fig. 2, which shows back surface 30 of cover plate 10 indirect 
contact with and flush with the faces of sockets 16. 
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In the cover plate according to the invention , the back 
surface optionally may include at least one thinned receiving 
area sized to receive the at least one socket of the receptacle 
such that the receiving area receives and mates to the at least 
one socket when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 
socket. Cover plate 10 implements this feature by including a 
pair of thinned receiving areas 44, each shaped and sized to 
receive and mate with one of socket faces of socket 16 of 
receptacle 14 so that each receiving area 44 receives and mates 
to one of sockets. A slightly elevated wall 46 extends between 
mounting screw aperture 36 and each of socket receiving areas 44 
to prevent rotation or misalignment of cover plate 10 relative to 
receptacle 14 . These features enable cover plate 10 to be 
securely mounted to receptacle 14, and they greatly facilitate 
alignment of the cover plate relative to the electrical outlet. 

While the shape of the thinned receiving areas need not 
coincide with the shape of the socket, the thinned areas can be 
manufactured to precisely match the shape of the socket. The 
cover plate is stronger and more durable with smaller thinned 
areas, however. With the more durable embodiment of the cover 
plate, the cover plate can also protect the receptacle from 
damage due to rough handling. For example, if a plug inserted 
into an outlet with a conventional cover plate is yanked out of 
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the wall sideways, that is, substantially parallel to the wall, 
the forces applied to the sockets can cause the receptacle to be 
jarred loose or to crack. A cover plate according to the present 
invention can help protect the receptacle because as the plug is 
pulled sideways from an outlet having such a cover plate, the 
applied forces act on the cover plate, reducing or eliminating 
the lateral forces on the receptacle. 

Preferably, the front surface of the cover plate covers the 
entire face of the at least one socket except for the blade 
apertures of the at least one socket when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet. The receptacle typically 
includes a face portion corresponding to the face of the at least 
one socket. The front surface of the cover plate is sized to 
preferably cover the entire face portion of the receptacle except 
for the blade apertures of the at least one socket, and the at 
least one securing aperture of the receptacle if one is present. 

The electrical outlet typically is disposed in a hole 
provided in the interior wall surface material, such as the 
drywall. Referring to Fig. 3, it shows an exploded view of cover 
plate 10 installed over an existing receptacle 14. Cover plate 
10 covers the entire outlet, including wall box 48, and conforms 
to the interior wall surface of the building essentially as would 
commercially-known cover plates. Front surface 28 covers the 
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entire hole except for the blade apertures of the at least one 
socket and the at least one securing aperture of the receptacle. 

It has been noted above that the inclusion of a securing 
aperture in the cover plate surface is optional . A securing 
device which requires an associated aperture is not necessarily a 
requirement. Correspondingly, alternative means may be used for 
securing cover plate 10 over and to receptacle 14 and electrical 
outlet 12. For example, a pin may be inserted through at least 
one securing aperture into an aligned, mated receiving aperture 
or apertures in the receptacle or yoke. If securing apertures 
are not desired, the cover plate may be adhesively attached over 
the receptacle or yoke, for example, using double-sided tape or 
hook and loop fasteners. The cover plate also may be snapped 
onto the receptacle by fitting the sockets snugly into the 
depressed, thinned receiving areas which have been manufactured 
to precisely match the shape of the socket. Bracketing 
arrangements may be used, as may like methods and approaches. In 
all the instances, the cover plate preferably would exclude the 
at least one securing aperture noted above. 

Cover plates according to the present invention typically 
would have outside dimensions that substantially match a 
conventional or existing cover plate. The preferred cover plates 
described herein, however, may be designed in virtually any 
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desired size and shape, for example f to enhance the appearance, 
maintainability, etc. of underlying sockets and the electrical 
outlet as a hole. 

In accordance with another aspect of the invention, a cover 
plate is provided which includes a front surface for facing 
outwardly from the electrical outlet and externally relative to 
the cover plate and a back surface facing toward the electrical 
outlet. The cover plate according to this aspect of the 
invention also includes a plurality of blade apertures extending 
through the cover plate through the front and back surfaces and 
positioned in the cover plate so the blade apertures are in 
substantial alignment with the at least two blade apertures of 
the at least one socket when the cover plate is affixed to the 
electrical outlet for receiving the plug blades. 

The cover plate according to this aspect of the invention 
further includes at least one securing aperture extending through 
the cover plate through the front and back surfaces and 
positioned in the cover plate so the at least one securing 
aperture is in substantial alignment with a corresponding one of 
the at least one securing aperture of the receptacle when the 
cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet for receiving the 
securing device and fixedly positioning the cover plate with 
respect to the receptacle. 
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In the cover plate according to this aspect of the 
invention, the front surface of the cover plate contains , or in 
some embodiments comprises, a first region substantially 
rectangular in shape disposed about and including the blade 
apertures and the at least one securing aperture, and a second 
region which contains, or in some embodiments comprises, the 
portion of the front surface other than the first region. The 
front surface has a discontinuity between the first and second 
regions, but is otherwise continuous, having uniform topography 
and being free of any other apertures . The second region is 
otherwise continuous, having uniform topography and being free of 
any apertures . 

A cover plate 100 according to a second preferred embodiment 
of the invention is shown in Fig. 5. Cover plate 100 includes a 
front surface 128 for facing outwardly from an electrical outlet 
112 and externally relative to the cover plate, and a back 
surface (Fig. 4) facing toward the electrical outlet. 

Cover plate 100 includes a plurality of blade apertures 132 
extending through the cover plate through the front and back 
surfaces and positioned in the cover plate so blade apertures 132 
are in substantial alignment with the blade apertures of the at 
least one socket when cover plate 100 is affixed to the 
electrical outlet for receiving the plug blades. 
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Cover plate 100 also includes at least one securing aperture 
140 extending through the cover plate through the front and back 
surfaces and positioned in cover plate 100 so the at least one 
securing aperture is in substantial alignment with a 
corresponding one of the at least one securing aperture of the 
receptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 
outlet for receiving a securing device such as a mounting screw 
and fixedly positioning the cover plate with respect to the 
receptacle . 

Front surface of cover plate 100 contains a first region 150 
substantially rectangular in shape disposed about and including 
blade apertures 132 and a mounting screw aperture 140, and a 
second region 152 which contains the portion of front surface 128 
other than first region 150, Front surface 128 has a 
discontinuity 154 between the first and second regions, but is 
otherwise continuous, having uniform topography and being free of 
any other apertures. Second region 152 is otherwise continuous, 
having uniform topography and being free of any apertures . 

First region 150 of cover plate 100 is elevated outwardly 
from front surface 128 relative to second region 152. 

A cover plate 200 according to a third preferred embodiment 
is shown in Fig. 6. Cover plate 200 is similar to, cover plate 
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100, but first region 250 is recessed inwardly from front surface 
228 relative to second region 252. 

In both cover plates 100 and 200, each of the first and 
second regions of the front surface is substantially planar. 
Moreover, in these embodiments, a substantial portion of the 
second region is substantially planar. 

The back surface of cover plates 100 and 200 may be the same 
as that disclosed for cover plate 10. Thus, a portion of the 
back surface may be shaped to directly contact and be 
substantially flush with the face of the at least one socket. 
The back surface of each cover plate also may include at least 
one thinned receiving area sized to receive the at least one 
socket of the receptacle such that the at least one receiving 
area receives and mates to the at least one socket when the cover 
plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

Additional advantages and modifications will readily occur 
to those skilled in the art. Therefore, the invention in its 
broader aspects is not limited to the specific details, 
representative devices, and illustrative examples shown and 
described. Accordingly, departures may be made from such details 
without departing from the spirit or scope of the general 
inventive concept as defined by the appended claims and their 
equivalents . 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet, the 
electrical outlet including a receptacle having at least one 
socket and at least one securing aperture for receiving a 
securing device , each of the at least one socket including a face 
and a plurality of blade apertures for receiving plug blades, the 
cover plate comprising: 

a front surface for facing outwardly from the electrical 
outlet and externally relative to the cover plate and a back 
surface facing toward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover 
plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the 
cover plate so the blade apertures are in substantial alignment 
with the blade apertures of the at least one socket when the 
cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet for receiving the 
plug blades; and 

at least one securing aperture extending through the cover 
plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the 
cover plate so the at least one securing aperture is in 
substantial alignment with a corresponding one of the at least 
one securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet for receiving the securing 
device and fixedly positioning the cover plate with respect to 
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the receptacle; 

the front surface of the cover plate containing a single 
line extending substantially in a rectangle around the blade 
apertures and the at least one securing aperture, the front 
surface otherwise being continuous, having uniform topography, 
and being free of any other apertures; 

the cover plate being a single component and being solid 
except for the blade apertures and the at least one securing 
aperture . 

2 . The cover plate of claim 1 , wherein the line comprises 
an indented line indented relative to the remainder of the front 
surface . 

3. The cover plate of claim 1, wherein the line comprises 
a raised line raised relative to the remainder of the front 
surface . 

4 . The cover plate of claim 1 , wherein the front surface 
is substantially planar. 

5. The cover plate of claim 1, wherein a substantial 
portion of the front surface is substantially planar. 

6 . The cover plate of claim 1 , wherein a portion of the 
back surface is shaped to directly contact and be substantially 
flush with the face of the at least one socket. 
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7. The cover plate of claim 1, wherein the back surface 
includes at least one thinned receiving area sized to receive the 
at least one socket of the receptacle such that the at least one 
receiving area receives and mates to the at least one socket when 
the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

8. The cover plate of claim 1, wherein the front surface 
covers the entire face of the at least one socket except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket when the cover plate 
is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

9 . The cover plate of claim 1 , wherein the receptacle 
includes a face portion corresponding to the face of the at least 
one socket , and the front surface of the cover plate is sized to 
cover the entire face portion of the receptacle except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket and the at least one 
securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet. 

10. The cover plate of claim 1, wherein the front surface 
other than the indented line is substantially smooth. 

11. The cover plate of claim 1, wherein the electrical 
outlet is disposed in a hole, and the front surface is sized to 
cover the entire hole except for the blade apertures of the at 
least one socket and the at least one securing aperture of the 
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receptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 
outlet. 

12. A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet, the 
electrical outlet including a receptacle having at least one 
socket, each of the at least one socket including a face and a 
plurality of blade apertures for receiving plug blades, the cover 
plate comprising: 

a front surface for facing outwardly from the electrical 
outlet and externally relative to the cover plate and a back 
surface for facing toward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover 
plate and through the front and back surfaces and positioned in 
the cover plate so the blade apertures are in substantial 
alignment with the blade apertures of the at least one socket 
when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet for 
receiving the plug blades; 

the front surface containing a single line extending 
substantially in a rectangle around the blade apertures and the 
at least one securing aperture, the front surface otherwise being 
continuous, having uniform topography, and being free of any 
other apertures; 

the cover plate being a single, solid component except for 
the blade apertures . 
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13. The cover plate of claim 12, wherein the line comprises 
an indented line indented relative to the remainder of the front 
surface. 

14. The cover plate of claim 12, wherein the line comprises 
a raised line raised relative to the remainder of the front 
surface. 

15 . The cover plate of claim 12 , wherein a substantial 
portion of the front surface is substantially planar. 

16. The cover plate of claim 12, wherein the front surface 
is sized to cover the entire face of the at least one socket 
except for the blade apertures of the at least one socket when 
the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

17. The cover plate of claim 12, wherein the front surface 
is sized to cover the entire face of the at least one socket 
except for the blade apertures of the at least one socket. 

18. The cover plate of claim 12, wherein the receptacle 
includes a face portion corresponding to the face of the at least 
one socket, and the front surface of the cover plate is sized to 
cover the entire face portion of the receptacle except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket when the cover plate 
is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

19. The cover plate of claim 12, wherein the front surface 
other than the line is substantially smooth. 
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20. The cover plate of claim 12, wherein a portion of the 
back surface is shaped to directly contact and be substantially 
flush with the face of the at least one socket when the cover 
plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

21. The cover plate of claim 12, wherein the electrical 
outlet is disposed in a hole, and the front surface covers the 
entire hole except for the blade apertures of the at least one 
socket when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

22. A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet, the 
electrical outlet including a receptacle having at least one 
socket and at least one securing aperture for receiving a 
securing device, each of the at least one socket including a face 
and a plurality of blade apertures for receiving plug blades, the 
cover plate comprising: 

a front surface for facing outwardly from the electrical 
outlet and externally relative to the cover plate and a back 
surface facing toward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover 
plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the 
cover plate so the blade apertures are in substantial alignment 
with the at least two blade apertures of the at least one socket 
when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet for 
receiving the plug blades; and 
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at least one securing aperture extending through the cover 
plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the 
cover plate so the at least one securing aperture is in 
substantial alignment with a corresponding one of the at least 
one securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet for receiving the securing 
device and fixedly positioning the cover plate with respect to 
the receptacle ; 

the front surface of the cover plate containing a first 
region substantially rectangular in shape disposed about and 
including the blade apertures and the at least one securing 
aperture and a second region which contains the portion of the 
front surface other than the first region, the front surface 
having a discontinuity between the first and second regions, the 
first region otherwise being continuous, having uniform 
topography, and being free of any other apertures, and the second 
region otherwise being continuous, having uniform topography, and 
being free of any apertures. 

23. The cover plate of claim 22, wherein the first region 
is elevated outwardly from the front surface relative to the 
second region. 
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24. The cover plate of claim 22, wherein the first region 
is recessed inwardly from the front surface relative to the 
second region. 

25. The cover plate of claim 22, wherein each of the first 
and second regions of the front surface is substantially planar. 

26. The cover plate of claim 22, wherein a substantial 
portion of the second region is substantially planar. 

27. The cover plate of claim 22, wherein the back surface 
includes at least one thinned receiving area sized to receive the 
at least one socket of the receptacle such that the at least one 
receiving area receives and mates to the at least one socket when 
the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

28. The cover plate of claim 22 , wherein a portion of the 
back surface being shaped to directly contact and be 
substantially flush with the face of the at least one socket. 

29. The cover plate of claim 22 , wherein the front surface 
covers the entire face of the at least one socket except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket when the cover plate 
is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

30. The cover plate of claim 22, wherein the receptacle 
includes a face portion corresponding to the face of the at least 
one socket, and the front surface of the cover plate is sized to 
cover the entire face portion of the receptacle except for the 
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blade apertures of the at least one socket and the at least one 
securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet. 

32. The cover plate of claim 22 , wherein each of the first 
and second regions of the front surface is substantially smooth. 

33 . The cover plate of claim 22 , wherein a portion of the 
back surface is shaped to directly contact and be substantially 
flush with the face of the at least one socket when the cover 
plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

34. The cover plate of claim 22, wherein the electrical 
outlet is disposed in a hole, and the front surface is sized to 
cover the entire hole except for the blade apertures of the at 
least one socket and the at least one securing aperture of the 
receptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 
outlet. 

35. A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet, the 
electrical outlet including a receptacle having at least one 
socket, each of the at least one socket including a face and a 
plurality of blade apertures for receiving plug blades, the cover 
plate comprising : 

a front surface for facing outwardly from the electrical 
outlet and externally relative to the cover plate and a back 
surface for facing toward the electrical outlet; 
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a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover 
plate and through the front and back surfaces and positioned in 
the cover plate so the blade apertures are in substantial 
alignment with the blade apertures of the at least one socket 
when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet for 
receiving the plug blades; 

the front surface of the cover plate containing a first 
region substantially rectangular in shape disposed about and 
including the blade apertures and a second region which contains 
the portion of the front surface other than the first region, the 
front surface having a discontinuity between the first and second 
regions , the first region otherwise being continuous, having 
uniform topography, and being free of any other apertures, and 
the second region otherwise being continuous, having uniform 
topography, and being free of any apertures. 

36. The cover plate of claim 35, wherein the first region 
is elevated outwardly from the front surface relative to the 
second region. 

37. The cover plate of claim 35, wherein the first region 
is recessed inwardly from the front surface relative to the 
second region. 

38. The cover plate of claim 35, wherein each of the first 
and second regions of the front surface is substantially planar. 
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39. The cover plate of claim 35, wherein a substantial 
portion of the second region is substantially planar. 

40. The cover plate of claim 35, wherein the back surface 
includes at least one thinned receiving area sized to receive the 
at least one socket of the receptacle such that the at least one 
receiving area receives and mates to the at least one socket when 
the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

41. The cover plate of claim 35, wherein a portion of the 
back surface is shaped to directly contact and be substantially 
flush with the face of the at least one socket. 

42. The cover plate of claim 35, wherein the front surface 
covers the entire face of the at least one socket except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket when the cover plate 
is affixed to the electrical outlet. 

43. The cover plate of claim 35, wherein the receptacle 
includes a face portion corresponding to the face of the at least 
one socket, and the front surface of the cover plate is sized to 
cover the entire face portion of the receptacle except for the 
blade apertures of the at least one socket and the at least one 
securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet. 

44. The cover plate of claim 35, wherein each of the first 
and second regions of the front surface is substantially smooth. 
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45. The cover plate of claim 35 , wherein the electrical 
outlet is disposed in a hole, and the front surface is sized to 
cover the entire hole except for the blade apertures of the at. 
least one socket and the at least one securing aperture of the 
receptacle when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical 
outlet . 

46. A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet, the 
electrical outlet including a receptacle having at least one 
socket and at least one securing aperture for receiving a 
securing device, each of the at least one socket including a face 
and a plurality of blade apertures for receiving plug blades, the 
cover plate comprising: 

a front surface for facing outwardly from the electrical 
outlet and externally relative to the cover plate and a back 
surface facing toward the electrical outlet; 

a plurality of blade apertures extending through the cover 
plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the 
cover plate so the blade apertures are in substantial alignment 
with the at least two blade apertures of the at least one socket 
when the cover plate is affixed to the electrical outlet for 
receiving the plug blades; and 

at least one securing aperture extending through the cover 
plate through the front and back surfaces and positioned in the 
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cover plate so the at least one securing aperture is in 
substantial alignment with a corresponding one of the at least 
one securing aperture of the receptacle when the cover plate is 
affixed to the electrical outlet for receiving the securing 
device and fixedly positioning the cover plate with respect to 
the receptacle; 

the front surface of the cover plate comprising a first 
region substantially rectangular in shape disposed about and 
including the blade apertures and the at least one securing 
aperture and a second region which contains the portion of the 
front surface other than the first region, the front surface 
having a discontinuity between the first and second regions . 
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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A cover plate for covering an electrical outlet. The 
electrical outlet includes a receptacle having at least one 
socket and at least one securing aperture for receiving a 
securing device , wherein each of the at least one socket 
including a face and a plurality of blade apertures for receiving 
plug blades . The cover plate comprises a front surface for 
facing outwardly from the electrical outlet and externally 
relative to the cover plate and a back surface facing toward the 
electrical outlet. A plurality of blade apertures extend through 
the cover plate through the front and back surfaces. Optionally , 
at least one securing aperture extends through the cover plate. 
The front surface of the cover plate contains, or comprises , a 
single line extending substantially in a rectangle around the 
blade apertures and the at least one securing aperture, the front 
surface otherwise being continuous, having uniform topography, 
and being free of any other apertures. The cover plate is a 
single component and is solid except for the blade apertures and 
the at least one securing aperture. In accordance with another 
aspect, the front surface of the cover plate contains, or 
comprises, a first substantially rectangular region, and a second 
region. The first region may be elevated or recessed with 
respect to the second region. 
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